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ADDRESS. 


The following Address has been signed by 
bout ninety travelling Methodist preachers, 
md forwarded to England. The Wesleyan 
onference commences its session for this 
ear, some time during the present month, 
Sheffield. 
io the Presidentand Members of the Wes- 

leyan Conference in England. 


MWenerab_e FaTHeRs AND BRETHREN, 
* The undersigned, members of the Maine, 
ew-Hampshire, Oneida, New-England, 
B onessee, Black River, and New-York Con- 
rences of the M. E. Church, in the United 
tates of America, respectfully beg leave 
address you upon the subject of American 
avery. We were emboldened to do SO, 
om a consideration of the christian joy 
hich you were pleased to express in your 
st Address, (presented by your excellent) 
epresentative, the Rev. W. Lorn, to our 
eneral Conference at its late sitting in May 
st,) that the Methodist Connexion in this 
untry had ‘“‘already begun to resist and 
fondemn this baneful system ;” and especial- 
as our General Conference refused to pub- 
h the Address of our British brethren, by 
hich our people might obtain a knowledge 
f the fraternal solicitude which is felt by 
nem for us, in relation to this subject, we 
















information of a few facts, which 
Sve trust will show our Fathers and Brethren 
fm England, how much the professed follow- 
ers of Wesley in this country need their 
Prayers and christian admonitions. 
> In our different annual Conferences as you 
Bre aware, probably, we have now about 
ree thousand travelling ministers, and out 
this number we are not aware that there 
re three hundred, who are abolitionists, who | 
slieve that holding and treating the human | 
pecies as PROPERTY is a SIN against 
od, which ought to be wnmediately aban- 


nink it proper to take this method for giv- 
@ng you i 


@oned. 


© In our views of this great evil, we do not 
Wiffer from Wesley, Clarke, Watson, Coke, 
@nd the sentiments which have been put 
orth from your venerable body. But there 
Bre a few facts in relation to the system as 
At exists in this country, and especially as it 
@s countenanced and defended in the Metho- 
Bis: Episcopal Church, with which we wish 
@ur brethren on the other side of the Atlan- 
fic to be acquainted. 
THE NUMBERS ENSLAVED. 

There are more than two million three 
Hundred thousand human beings now held 
this nation “as chattels personal in the 
ands of their masters, and possessors to all 
tents and purposes whatsvever” (Laws of 

outh Carolina); and their number, it is 
mputed, is increasing, at the rate of one 
Bundred and sixty, and upwards, every day. 





THE SLAVE TRADE. 

* The Domestic slave trade is now carried 
to an alarming extent, both in and be- 
reen the different southern and south-west- 
n states, without any attempt to restrain 

In its general features it does not differ 
om the foreign trade, as it is conducted 
ith the same violent separation of kindred, 
Bidnapping, and all the terror and despair 
en consequent upon such a state of 

uings. Many legally free colored people 
Gre every year violently seized and sold into 
Perpetual and hopeless bondage. 
% 






THE MORAL CONDITION OF THE ENSLAVED. 


Of the civil disabilities under. which the 
Baves labor, we need not here speak, as they 
@re similar to those !ately suffered by the 
aves in the British dependencies, and with 
hich you are familiar. But their moral 
ndition we may safely declare, is degraded 
d wretched beyond the power of language 
describe. Some of them are hopefully 
ous, it is true, but even these are, most of 
em, exceedingly ignorant and they are 
ten led into vicious practices, which ren- 
rs their piety of a doubtful character. 

We know that many of our missionaries 
ave done and are still doing much for the 
lvation of the enslaved among us, but 
hat their condition is awfully wretched, and 
at it will remain so while they are held 
nd treated as property, the following May 
e given as conclusive evidence. ‘The first 
s from a sermon preached before two asso- 
@iations of planters in Georgia, in 1831, by 
ie Rev. C. C. Jones. 

“Generally speaking, the slaves appear 
us to be without God and without hope in 















@he world, a nation of Aeathen in our very 


Poidst. We cannot cry out against the Pa- 
Pists for withholding the Scriptures from the 
fommon people, and keeping them in igno-| 
Tance of the way of life; for we withhold 
the Bible from our servants and } cep them in 
sgnorance of it, while we will not use the 
means to have it read and explained to them. 
The ery of our perishing servants comes up 
fous from the midst of their ignorance, and 
Superstition, and adultery, and lewdness.”’ 
The Synod of South Carolina avd Geor- 
#10, declare as follows: ‘* Who would credit 
#', that in these years of revivals and benev- 
Pent efforts in this Christian republic, there 
ere over two millions of human beings in 
he condition of heathen, and in some re-| 
pects in a worse condition. From long con- 
inued and close observation, we believe 
at their moral and religious condition is 
Such, that they may justly be considered 
€ heathen of this Christian country, and 
ul bear a comparison with the heathen of 
y"Y Country in the world. The negroes are 
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enter into nu compromise with Slavery 


CONTCORDB, N. Bf. 


destitute of the Gospel, and EVER WILL 
BE UNDER THE PRESENT STAT 
OF THINGS. 
The Course taken bu the Methodist ¢ 

this yb uf i) tit relat ft pth : 

The Conference for 1780, declared ts 


views upon this subject as follows : 

“The Conference 
very is contrary fo he / of man na ves 
ture, and hurtful to s ty: CONTR R\ 
TO THE DICTATES OF CONSCIENCE 
AND PURE RELIGION ; l doing what 


anil 
did ae 
we would not that others should do unto 


and they pass their DISAPPROBATION upon a 
our frie nds who keep slaves, and they [ULSE 
their freedom.” 


And the M. E. Church was organized, 
(four years after the aboy 
number of express rules 
which stipulated t! 
continued in this Church. 


as follows: 


date,) with a 
upon this subj 
rat slavery should j 
One of them was 
Every member in our society shall leg Lily 
execute and re 
purpose of setting every slave in his posses- 
sion free, | within the space ( { tw fe 
And another was as follows: 
“Every person concerned who will not 
} 


cord an instrument |for 


comply with these rules, shall bave liberty 
quietly to withdraw from our society itiin 
the twelve months following, the notice be- 
ing given him as aforesaid; otherwis 
assistant shall exclude h f 


And again, another rule declared tl 





*“ Those who fought or s , ay . wee 
gave them au unless oh purpose to free 
them, should er le 

And as late as 1S01, our f 1 of Dis 
pline made it the duty of the different Con- 
ferences to use special mie for the pur- 
pose of bringing th baneft \ ( 
And it further directed that certain 
sures should be continued from year to yt 


till that object should be accomplished. 
But these rules we are 
long since been lef 


cipline. 
The vresent state of the Methodist E. ¢ 


t mf wr ’ t 1 
t oul Oo] Our 10 10 - 


/ , } ] 
its connection wilh (he siave 


Many of our ministers and members are 
now slaveholders. Some of them hold 
scores, and others, hundreds of their species 
in this state, and by many of our mémbers 
in many places in the slave states, human 
beings are bought and sold, without any in- 
tention to set them free from slavery. 

The following facts will show, we think, 
what the present state of feeling in relation 
to this subject is, ; 
ministers. 

1. The Christian Advocate and Journal, 
our Official paper, bas repeatedly, during the 
three years past, refused to publish anything 
against slavery ; but it hi 
the severest terms of censure of the aboli- 
tionists. 

2. In March, 1835, a number 
published a ent called 
Counter Appeal,” in defence of the present 
‘rightful existence of slavery ;’ as this pape 
contains the most labored argument which 
Wwe ever saw in favor of lave ry, we take 
the liberty to forward a few copies to your 
Conference, that 


among a majority of our 


is often spoken in 


of our min- 


docut 


:sters, 


those of our brethren on 


f 
the other side of the Atlantic, who feel dis- 
posed to do so, may read itand see for them- 
selves, what labors have been bestowed 


among us, todefend the system of Ameri 
slavery, which the Rev. 


his day, pronounces d the “ vilest that ever 
saw the sun.” 


> 


3. Such is the 


lohn Wesley, 


reyudice which pret 


he colore | 


among us agalnst 
is not 


T 
! 
t man, that he 


permitted to enter our colleges for 


mental instruction; and until a few days 
before the President of the Wesleyan Uni- 
versity left this country for Europe, a reso- 
lution had existed on the f it 


records © 
B arc . > ~ oh ntra? 
oard of rustees, f/orvidd the entrance 


of any colored person into that Unis sity. 


There is, we are sorry to say, a deep root- 
( a and very strong pre iudice, Which pre- 
vails in this country egainst the man of 
color; it prevails among all classes of peo- 
pie, among professing christians and minis- 
ters, and hence, many of them give ther 


ion 


support to the American Coloni: 
ciety, and labor to expatriate the free color- 


ed people, as ignorant and degraded as they 
may be, to the shores of Africa. | pre- 
judice, we believe, to be the principal / - 
dation of the slave system. 


We are aware that obj 
times urged against all 
behalf of the enslaved of 
the Congress has no right to abolish slavery 
in the different States. Butagainst this ob- 
jection, it is sufficient for any one to know, 
that there are upwards of thirty thousand 
held in slavery in the District of Columbia 
and those parts of the country over which 
the Constitution of the United States gives 
to Congress the power to legislate, and in 
this district, Congress has power ‘to exer- 
cise exclusive legislation in all eases what- 
soever,” and even here, the slave trade is 
carried on in all its horrors. 

But the abolitionists of this country do 
not act in reference to this subject as politi- 
they view it as a question which in- 
volves great Christian principles, and in the 
exercise of these principles, it is the main 
object of the Anti-Slavery Society, to enlist 
the prayers and example of the Christian 
community of this whole nation against 
this great evil. 


chlions are 

Christian effort in 

this land, because 
} 


cians ; 


The influence which may he successfully evert- 


ed agamst this system from abroad. 

You will have perceived from a few facts 
which we have not ed above is that this na 
tion may, with some justice, 


slaveholding nation, and the Christian church 


be called a 


of this country, ip soine sense a s/a f mnge 
church, as a large proportion of the wit 
ters and members of the different chu: 

at the South, are slaveholders, and som 


acknowledge that sla- 
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